
awareness for public safety. 

I would like to extend a very 
sincere thank you 
to all citizens, busi-
ness community 
members and the 
Crime Fund mem-
bers for supporting 
the Minnetrista 
Public Safety De-
partment in our 

continuous effort to keep our 
communities safe. 

Respectfully,  

Paul Falls 

Director of Public Safety 

The Crime Prevention Fund is a 
registered IRS 501 (c)3 organiza-
tion.  It is not part of any govern-
ment entity and is prohibited from 
any political activity.  To financially 
support their mission, the Crime 
Fund seeks donations and is regu-
lated by its Board of Directors.  
The Minnetrista Public Safety Di-
rector is an advisor to the Crime 
Fund Board of Directors. 

The Crime Fund has donated a 
significant amount of money over 
the years for a wide variety of 
unbudgeted public safety related 
items such as reward money, edu-
cational materials, crime preven-

Traveling to and from school 

School Bus: 

 wait for the bust to stop 
before approaching it from 
the curb. 

 Do not move around on 
the bus. 

 Check to see that no other 
traffic is coming before 
crossing. 

 Make sure to always re-
main in clear view of the 
bus driver. 

Car: 

 All passengers should 
wear a seat belt and/or an 
age-and-size appropriate 
car safety seat or booster 

seat. 

 All children under 13 years 
of age should ride in the 
rear seat of vehicles. 

 Remember that many 
crashes occur while novice 
teen drivers are going to 
and from school.  You may 
want to limit the number of 
teen passengers to pre-
vent driver distraction. 

Bike: 

 Always wear a bicycle 
helmet, no matter how 
short or long the ride. 

 Ride on the right, in the 
same direction as auto 
traffic. 

 Respect traffic lights and 

stop signs. 

Walking to school: 

 Make sure your child’s 
walk to school is a safe 
route with well-trained 
adult crossing guards at 
every intersection. 

 Be realistic about your 
child’s pedestrian skills.  
Because small children 
are impulsive and les 
cautious around traffic, 
carefully consider wheth-
er or not your child is 
ready to walk to school 
without supervision. 

Information obtained from the 
American Academy of Pediat-
rics 

www.aap.org  
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tion and training (for both police and 
the public), National Night Out, 
Trista Day, Neighborhood Watch, 
and the DARE program are 
some good examples.  The 
Crime Fund has also finan-
cially supported a variety of 
public safety related equip-
ment such as electronic 
radar speed signs and train-
ing equipment. 

Citizen donations and support for 
the Crime Fund has been generous 
and unwavering over the years.  
Their support has most certainly 
contributed to safer communities 
through education, training and 

U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S :  

PD and City Offices 
closed: 

 September 7th 

 

www.crimepreventionfund.org
www.aap.org
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BE PREPARED FOR THE FLU 

Minnetrista Police Reserves 

National Night Out 
2020 National Night Out 
Event Cancellation 

The Minnetrista Police 
Department has can-
celled our National 
Night Out event for 
2020. It was originally 
scheduled for Tuesday, 
August 4th and was 
postponed until October 
6th due to the COVID-
19 Pandemic. 

With the current situa-
tion continuing into the 
foreseeable future, we 

feel this is the best deci-
sion for the safety of our 
staff and the community 
alike. 

We hope to see you at 
National Night Out next 
year on Tuesday, Au-
gust 3, 2021. 

netrista Police.  These ser-

vices include traffic control, 

crime prevention, citizen and 

neighborhood watch pro-

grams, residence and busi-

ness checks, security assign-

ments, and emergency call-

outs to disasters and crisis 

  The Minnetrista Police De-

partment is accepting appli-

cations for positions with the 

Volunteer Reserve Unit.  The 

purpose of the Reserve Unit 

is to provide support services 

to the citizens we serve and 

to the members of the Min-

situations. 

 

If you would like an applica-

tion or have questions re-

garding the Reserve Pro-

gram, please contact Officer 

Thompson at (952)446-1131. 

mouth with a tissue when 
you cough or sneeze.  
Throw the tissue in the 
trash after you use it. 

 Wash your hands often 
with soap and water, 
especially after you 
cough or sneeze.  Alco-
hol-based hand cleaners 
are also effective. 

 Avoid touching your 
eyes, nose and mouth.  
Germs spread this way. 

 Try to avoid close con-
tact with sick people. 

 Follow public health ad-
vice regarding school 
closures, avoiding 
crowds, and other social 
distancing measures. 

 Remember to get your 
flu shot each year. 

Protect yourself, your family, 
and community when the flu 
season arrives: 

 Stay informed.  Health 
officials will provide addi-
tional information about 
the flu virus as it be-
comes available.  You 
can even visit the Center 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention for infor-
mation:  www.cdc.gov 

 Cover your nose and 

We are always ac-

cepting application 

for our Volunteer 

Reserve Unit 

C R I M E  F I G H T E R  



Extra DWI Enforcement 
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Embarrassing.  Life-changing.  
Expensive.  Getting a DWI can be 
all of these things.  But it can also 
be life-saving—and not just for 
you, but for every driver and pas-
senger who travels Minnesota’s 
roads with the expectation that 
they will arrive at their destination 
unharmed. 

Minnesota law enforcement offic-
ers took more than 27,000 people 
driving under the influence off the 
roads in 2019.  But despite their 
best efforts, 89 people died in 
drunk driving-related crashes.  
These were preventable deaths. 

From August 14th through Sep-
tember 7th, Minnesota law en-
forcement agencies are increasing 
their efforts to get impaired drivers 
off our roads and prevent such 
deaths.  They’ll be working extra 
shifts focusing on DWI enforce-
ment, and drunk driving isn’t the 
only culprit they’ll be looking for.  
Illegal drugs also contribute to 
impaired driving, and drivers need 
to pay attention to the potential 
risks of prescription and over-the-
counter medications. 

Why end on September 7th?  
Because so many of us spend 
Labor Day weekend squeezing 
the last bit of fun out of summer—
and some people do so by drink-
ing excessively or losing track of 

how much they’ve consumed, 
then thoughtlessly get behind the 
wheel.  The Labor Day holiday 
period is the third worst for drunk 
drivers—it averages 3.8 DWI ar-
rests per hour. 

So what’s it like to get arrested for 
DWI?  You already know about 
being pulled over by a law en-
forcement officer, and you know 
about—or have maybe even 
seen—the field sobriety test.  Next 
it’s off to the jail, where you get 
patted down and blow into a 
Breathalyzer.  You have to answer 
a lot of personal questions (as 
many as 500), get fingerprinted, 
and have your photo taken and 
entered into a statewide law en-
forcement database.  Then it’s 
time to strip down, take a shower, 
and don the jail-issued clothing—
including underwear.  After that, 
you’ll meet your new roommates, 
other inmates who will share your 
jail cell with you.  You don’t know 
for how long, if it’s a weekend, it 
could be more than 48 hours.  Oh, 
and you’ll lose your license and 
have to appear in court. 

You could do all that, or, you could 
find a sober ride.  Find a designat-
ed driver.  Call a taxi or ride-share.  
Use public transportation, or just 
stay at the location of the party. 

If you're not drinking, there are 

ways you can help.  Speak up.  
Offer to be the designated driver or 
pick up a loved one anytime, any-
where.  If you see an impaired per-
son about to get behind the wheel, 
find them a safe ride home.  If you 
see impaired driving behavior, call 
911 and give them your location 
and the license plate number, then 
fill them in on the dangerous behav-
ior you witnessed. 

And no mater what seat you're in, 
always buckle up.  It’s your best 
change of surviving an encounter 
with an impaired driver. 

When it comes to a choice between 
finding a sober ride or getting a 
DWI, what’s a tiny amount of ad-
vance planning compared to the 
embarrassment, expense and dis-
ruption that 
comes with 
being arrest-
ed for drunk 
driving?  
The choice 
isn’t hard. 

 

For more 
information, 
visit. 

www.dps.state.mn.us 

 Have your headlights properly 
aimed.  Misaimed headlights 
blind other drivers and reduce 
your ability to see the road. 

 Don’t drink and drive or con-
sume any medications which 
warn about operating a motor 
vehicle while taking them. 

 Avoid smoking when you drive.  
Smoke’s nicotine and carbon 
monoxide hamper night vision. 

 If there is any doubt, turn your 
headlights on.  Lights will make 
it easier for other drivers to see 
you.  Being seen is as im-
portant at seeing.   

 Reduce your speed and in-
crease your following distance. 

 When following another vehi-
cle, keep your headlights on 
low beam so you don’t blind the 
driver ahead of you. 

These tips were obtained from the 
National Safety Council.  For more 
information, visit their website at: 

www.nsc.org 

 Prepare your car for night driv-
ing.  Clean headlights, taillights, 
signal lights, mirror faces and 
windows once a week.  All 
windows should be cleaned on 
the inside as well as the out-
side. 

Night Driving Safety Tips 

If you have car 

trouble, pull 

off the road as 

far as possible.  

Turn on your 

flashers and 

the dome light.  

Stay off the 

roadway. 

www.dps.state.mn.us
www.nsc.org


 Let your children know not to 
cut through back alleys and 
fields.  Make sure they know 
to stay in populated places 
and don’t go off the beaten 
track.  Stay in well lighted 
areas. 

 Stop only at familiar houses in 
your own neighborhood un-
less they are accompanied by 
an adult. 

 Small children should never 
be allowed to go out alone on 
Halloween.  Make sure an 
older sibling or adult is with 
them. 

 Instruct your child to never go 
into the home of a stranger or 
get into their car. 

 Make sure your child carries a 
flashlight, glow stick or has 
reflective tape on their cos-

Trick or Treating should be one of 
the great adventures of Halloween 
for kids.  They can get dressed in 
scary costumes and go door-to-
door, begging “Trick or Treats!” 
from neighbors or at the local mall.  
Going door-to-door is the stuff of 
childhood memories.  It should be 
a fun time, without trouble and 
pain, so following some easy tips 
can keep your child safe every 
Halloween. 

 Small children should go out 
during daylight hours and only 
unless accompanied by a 
responsible adult. 

 Plan a safe route so parents 
know where their older kids 
will be at all times.  Set a time 
for their return home.  Make 
sure that your child is old 
enough and responsible 
enough to go out by them-
selves. 

tume to make them more 
visible to cars. 

 Let them know that they 
should stay together if going 
out to Trick or Treat without 
an adult. 

 Allow parents to go through 
candy to make sure there are 
no sharp objects or suspi-
ciously wrapped items. 

 

For more tips, visit: 

www.halloween-safety.com 

 

7651 County Road 110 W 

Minnetrista, MN  55364 

Phone: (952)446-1131 

Fax:     (952)446-1623 

Email:   police@ci.minnetrista.mn.us 

 

Minnetrista Public Safety 

Department 

Halloween Safety 

Fight Crime.  Promote Safety 

Contact Information 

Visit our website: 

www.cityofminnetrista.com 

www.cityofminnetrista.com
www.halloween-safety.com

